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ON  A 

Rhapfody  of  Adventures,  zfc. 


N  the  Preface  to  my  Essay  on 
Electricity,  I  have  taken  No¬ 
tice  of  one  Mr.  F~ke ,  whofe  Dif- 
pleafure  and  Chagrine  thereat  he  has 
been  plea  fed  to  let  me  know,  (in  the  two  laft 
Pages  of  his  Appendix)  in  a  very  extraordinary 
Manner.  What  I  there  faid,  I  look  upon  n  y- 
felf  in  common  Juftice  bound  to  make  appear  to 
the  World  to  be  true,  in  Regard  both  of  the 
Author  and  his  Book.  The  Whole  of  what  I 
faid  amounts  to  no  more  than  this,  viz.  Thai 
his  Book  contain'd  juch  Conjectures,  and  wild 
Reveries ,  as  excited  my  Pity  and  great  Concern 
at  reading  them :  And ,  that  it  feem'd  to  me, 
that  the  Author  underflood  not  the  Elements  of 
modern  Philojophy ,  and  had  oppcfed  w  for f alien 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  in  accounting  jor  EleCirici^\ 

B  I  AM 


I  am  now  to  excule  Myfclf  from- dealing  fo 
freely  with  this  Gentleman,  and  his  Angular  Per¬ 
formance.  As  to  the  hrft  Part,  I  imagine  any 
Man  will  eafilv  conceive,  that  from  the  very 
Conftitution  of  human  Nature,  Pity  towards 
any  unfortunate  or  miferable  ObjeCt  will  natu¬ 
rally  arife }  this  is  acknowledged  even  by  Mr. 

p. _ ke  himfelf,  who  declares  he  Ihould  have 

the  fame  Compaffion  for  me,  if  he  thought 
Poverty  was  the  Caule  of  my  thus  treating  him. 
Now,  if  a  pecuniary  Poverty  can  excite  this 

Paffion  in  Mr.  F - ke  towards  an  Adverfary, 

Purely  much  more  ought  a  Man  to  be  affected 
thereby,  and  to  exprefs  it  in  the  ftrongeft  Terms, 
towards  one  who  appear’d  to  me  under  the 
moft  moving  Circumftanccs  of  a  mental  Po¬ 
verty,  or  deplorable  Deprivation  of  Intellects. 

As  this  Was  the  Cafe,  I  think  Mr.  F - ke  can 

never  be  fo  ungenerous  and  perverfe,  as  to  in¬ 
clude  my  Compaffion  for  him,  in  what  he  calls 
unmannerly  Abufe. 

Therefore  it  muff  be  what  I  have  [aid 
of  him,  and  his  Book,  by  which  he  thinks 
himfelf  abufed.  Nor  can  my  calling  his  No¬ 
tions  of  the  Caufe  of  EleCtricity,  by  the  Name 
of  Conjectures,  be  any  Affront,  fince  he  has 
had  the  great  Modelty  to  ulher  them  into  the 
World  under  the  fame  Appellation,  with  his 
own  Pen.  Conjectures  are  free,  and  every 
Man  has  a  Right  to  propofethem;  but  then 
they  mult  be  qualified  to  appear  in  the  World, 


(  5  ) 

and  not  affront  the  common  Senfe  of  Man¬ 
kind. 

But  to  come  to  Point,  what  flicks  in  the 
Craw  of  this  Gentleman,  and  proves  fo  hard 
of  Digeftion,  is  my  calling  them  by  the  fcurvy 
Name  of  Reveries ,  and  faying,  that  he  feems 
not  to  underjland  the  Elements  of  Philofophy,  and 
is  an  Apflate  in  Newtoniamjm .  But  this  I 
exped:  will  prove  an  eafy  Talk ;  and  I  fhaty 
attempt  fomething  more,  viz.  to  prove  that 

Mr.  F - ke  not  only  feems  to  be ,  but  really 

is,  what  we  properly  call  a  pure  Ignoramus  in 
the  firft  Principles  of  Philofophy,  or  in  other 
Words,  a  Philofophafer  -y  and  that  he  has  all 
the  natural  Concomitants  thereof,  viz .  Pre¬ 
emption,  Pride,  Arrogance,  Stupidity,  and 
Scurrility,  in  a  moft  remarkable  Degree.  T hel'e 
Things  I  fhall  make  appear  in  a  Set  of  Rer 
marks  on  his  Pamphlet  and  Appendix,  which 
I  think  would  never  have  been  worth  any  Man’s 
while  to  undertake,  had  not  the  Author  in  his 
Preface  told  us,  That  a  Gentleman  of  fuperla- 
tive  Underfunding  had  exprefs'd  a  Define  of  his 
printing  it ;  and  the  Forwardnefs  of  many  to 
judge  and  determine  in  Matters  of  which  they 
underftand  little  or  nothing,  to  the  Prejudice 
of  "Truth  and  True  Philofophy  and  by  which 
the  moft  fcandalous  Smafterer  in  Phyfcs  ftands  as 
good  a  Chance  for  a  Reputation  among  the  great 
and  fmall  Vulgar ,  as  the  moft  defpicable  Coward 
does  for  Honour,  by  Powder  and  Ball  only. 

B  2  To 
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To  begin  therefore  with  the  Title  Page,  i 
have  made  great  Enquiry  among  Gentlemen  of 
Learning  and  Penetration,  what  could  be  the 
Reafon  of  prefixing  this  Motto,  Naturam  ex - 
pellas  Fur c a t  Qca  to  a  Treatife  on  Electricity  3, 
but  no  one  could  unfold  it ;  no  one  could  fee 
the  Propriety,  or  what  Relation  it  had  to  either 
his  own,  or  any  Man’s  Notion  of  Eledtricity  ; 
and  all  allow’d  it  might  ftand  before  any  other 
Eook  whatfoever,  with  as  good  a  Grace,  as  be¬ 
fore  this :  And  I  fhould  have  thought  the  pro- 
pcfing  any  Thing,  without  any  Appearance  of 
Reafon,  a  glaring  Mark  of  Stupidity 3  had  I 
not  remembred,  that  a  great  Scholar  once  af- 
ferted,  Fhat  any  Man  may  account  jor  Light¬ 
ning,  who  under  ft  ands  Greek 3  if  fo,  then  furely 
Ele  51  n  city  may  be  accounted  for ,  by  under  ft  and- 
ing  a  little  Latin  3  and  fo  I  unriddled  the  Myf- 
tery  of  the  Motto,  without  more  ado. 

Let  us  next  examine  the  Tenor  of  his  De¬ 
dication  to  Mr.  President  Folkes;  his 
fir  ft  Addrefs  is  a  pofitive  After  tion,  that  all  who 
are  acquainted  with  Mr.  Folkes  muft  approve 
of  his  Choice,  in  dedicating  his  Book  to  him  : 
But  pray,  why  muft  they  do  this  ?  Suppofe, 
for  Argument,  the  Book  was  not  worth  any 
Gentleman’s  Notice,  why  muft  they  approve 
of  a  Dedication  to  Mr.  Folkes  ?  On  the 
other  Hand  ;  fuppofe  it  a  valuable  Performance, 
Why  fhould  they  then  be  obliged  to  approve  of 
fuch  a  Dedication  ?  Is  Mr.  Folkes  oblig’d  to 

patronize  \ 
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patronise  ;  and  muft  his  Name  give  Sandflon 
to  Senfe  or  Nonfenfe,  only  becauie  an  Author 
ihall  have  the  Afliirance  to  prefume  on  a  Dedi¬ 
cation,  without  giving  any  Reafon  for  it  ?  He 
further  lays,  If  there^be  any  Merit  in  the  Piece , 
Mr.  Folkes 's  Name  will  add  a  Luftre  to  it . 
I  grant  it ;  but  if  I  Ihall  fliew  there  is  no  Me¬ 
rit  in  it,  pray  what  a  Figure  will  a  Name  of 
fo  much  Honour  make  before  it  then  ?  Would 
not  this  be  making  a  Pajquin  of  a  Preside  nt, 
in  lome  Degree  ?  A  Man  that  had  not  the  utmoft 
Goodnels,  as  well  as  Greatnefs  of  Mind,  would 
be  apt  to  put  fuch  a  Conftrubiion  upon  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  Cafe;  j 

As  to  the  Preface,  it  is  fuch  a  Farrago  of 
vain  Pretences  to  Authordiip,  Self-Opinionated- 
neis,  Diffidence,  Fear,  Defire,  Hope,  Compa¬ 
nions,  and  God  knows  wnat  to  call  it  befides, 
as  I  believe  never  before  appear’d  in  the  Eng- 
life  Tongue.  Here  you  have  a  perfedt  Speci¬ 
men,  or  Portrait,  of  a  poor  Creature  labouring 
for  Fame,  under  ail  the  Malignity  of  a  Ca¬ 
l' oc  the  s  Scribendi .  At  laft,  after  leveral  con- 
vulfive  Throws,  our  Virgin  Author  is  deliver’d  * 
audio! - 

Najcitur  ridiculus  Mus. 

But  this  Mus  is  not  only  ridiculous  in  the 
Manner  of  its  Birth,  but  feems  to  have  been 
firft  begotten  by  Faljhood :  For  we  are  told  by 
its  teeming  Parent,  That  Nobody  here  or  abroad 

had 


\ 
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bad  i>ubli(hed  any  Thing  touching  the  Caufe  of 
FlJri  itv  What  fuperlative  Ignorance  mult 
fht  Merfcn  argue,  in  a  Perfon  juft  fetting  out 
upon  Adventures  of  Knight-Errantry,  for  Fame . 

tSTvM.  Abroad  * 

wrote  particularly  on  this  Subjed.  Y 

T  !Tlpn,,on  Authors,  who,  I  dare  fay,  are  as  hea, 

frit^t^nt^  in  to  ffK 

^^Writos^n^he^§^oVji’^^F/’//^/’l^Jnot 

to  mention  the  Principia)  are  eqm  Y  ^ 
known  and  unintelligible  S«  W, 

larcbi,  (Sc.  But  an  Author  he  rauft  needs  b  , 
at  any  Rate. 

urged  on  infpight 


.  ■■  ■— *  ur  . . JX  . 

Of  Nature  and  his  Stars  to  -write . 

This  great  Undertaker  firft  undertakes  to 
entoour6  o  prove,  .bat  Elearicity  proceeds 
from  no  Part  of  the  Apparatus  :  And  how 
j  i  ?  Why  truly  by  an  Argument 

mathematical,  7«*.  If 

Ball  always  remains  the  fame  as  at  firft,  Ergo 
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. 

It  cannot  proceed  from  it,  [Wemuft  take 
Care  of  this  acute  Reafoner,  elfe  we  fhall  be 
ergo'd  out  of  our  Senfes,  in  Regard  to  the  Vir~ 
tae  of  the  Loadjlone .*] 

Neither  does  it  proceed  from  the  Leather , 
fays  he  ;  Why  does  it  not  ?  Why  becaufe  it 
does  not  proceed  from  the  Globe  ;  for  we  have 

no  other  Reafon  offer'd. - But  fuppofe,  after 

he  has  afeertain  d  the  Laws  oj~  FleSl ricity  for 
us,  we  (hould  play  him  off  one  of  thofe  1000 
5T ricks  like  Legerdemain  ;  and  it  fliould  be 
difeover’d  after  all,  that  this  Eledricity  is  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  little  Phofphorus  kwed  within 
the  Cufhion,  which  the  Globe  lqueezes  out  by 
conftant  Fridion :  This,  I  think,  is  much 
more  probably  the  Cafe,  than  any  Thing  this 
+  Fellow  has  advanced.  It  is  the  Conjedure 
of  a  good  honeft  Weaver,  who  is  as  fufpici- 
ous  of  being  impofed  on  by  a  Pack  of  conjur¬ 
ing  Knaves,  as  ever  my  Friend  F - -ke  can 

be,  and  more  capable  of  deteding  and  expofing 
them. 


*  The  Loadftone  conftantly  emits  the  Magnetic  Virtue ,  and 
yet  is  always  of  the  fame  Fitnefs  for  Ufe.  Hut  this  is  nothing 
to  thePurpofe  ;  for  No-body  thinks  the  Electrical  Fire  is  origi¬ 
nally  from  the  Glafs  itfelf,  as  this  Author  would  intimate,  but 
is  only  thrown  out  by  the  Vibration  of  its  Parts. 

•j*  See  his  Appendix,  Page  60. 

J  Note ,  The  Word  Fellow  is  here  put,  by  Way  of  Abbre¬ 
viation,  for  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society, 

His 


i 


His  next  Argument  is,  ‘ That  if  the  ElcClri - 
city  be  not  in  the  Globe ,  it  mult  be  from  with¬ 
out  it ;  and  that  this  Notion  may  not  appear 
trifling ,  he  appeals  to  the  molt  able  and  anci¬ 
ent  Philofophers,  concerning  their  Opinion  about 
Animals  and  Vegetables  being  animated  by  Fire, 
and  nourifh’d  by  Water :  If  he  had  given  us 
their  Notions  about  the  Hooting  of  Owls ,  and 
Croaking  of  Frogs,  it  would  have  anfwer’d  the 
End  juft  as  well ;  and  his  Pabulum  Vita,  or 
Flama  Vitalis ,  might  have  been  infer ’d  with 
the  fame  Dexterity  at  Logic. 


He  next  proceeds  to  drew  how  his  Flama, 
difperfed  in  the  Air,  may  be  collected,  and 
ground  down  into  Electricity  in  Experiments. 
I  expected  long,  e’er  now,  to  have  feen  an  Ad- 
vertifement  in  the  Papers  of  a  new-invented 
EleCirical  Mill,  by  this  celebrated  Artift ;  for 
I  underftand  he  is  an  Adept  in  Mechanics.  But 
at  prefent  we  are  fobb’d  off,  with  the  courfe 
Experiment  of  drawing  a  Rope  thro'  the  Fin¬ 
gers  fwiftly  ;  by  this,  fays  he,  you  are  liable  to 
burn  them:  Very  well ;  all  this  is  wonderful  ! 
'What  then  ?  Why  then,  this  Burning  proba- 
'  bly  arijes  from  their  grinding  in,  between  their 
Fingers  and  the  Rope,  more  Particles  of  Fire 
than  were  naturally  together  in  the  Air.  (Bet¬ 
ter  and  better  ftill  1 ) 


Bu  t  {top  a  little,  and  let  us  breathe  upon 

this  Foundation  Principle  ;  and  if  you  pleafe  to 

anfwe.r 


(  It  ) 

ahlvver  the  World  a  few  Queries,  you  will, 

your  great  Humility,  do* - no  more  than 

your  Duty. 

If 

Query  i.  Pray  where  did  you  get,  or 
how  did  you  come  by  this  'Aerial  Fire,  that 
is  thus  ground  between  the  Fingers?  You 
no  where  pretend  to  prove  that  it  is  in  the 
Air ;  aH  yom fay  is,  that  it  feems  to  be  there , 
which  is  no  Demonftration  at  all  to  a  Leger¬ 
demain- Man-,  for  they,  fhrewd  Rogues, 
know  too  well  the  Difference  between  Things 
^eeming  to  be,  and  being  m  Reality  what  they 

feem.  You  therefore  are  chargeable  with  a 
•hameful  Petitio  Principal, 

Query  2.  Wh  at  do  you  mean  by  your  new 
Phrafe  of grinding  in  thefe  Particles  of  Fire'S 
fuppofe,  in  the  Phrafe  of  the  Vulgar,  it 

I?163!1  no  niorc  than  a  Gathering  in  of 
‘.ofePamdes ;  but  as  I  have  not  the  Canting 
DiElionary  by  me,  I  may  hope  to  be  excuf- 
cd,  if- 1  am  miftaken. 

1  3'  ^0''v  is  a  Dullard  to  underftand, 

that  drawing  the  Rope  fwiftly,  fhould  bring 
°‘e  fieiy  Particles  to  be  between  the  Fin¬ 
gers  at  the  fame  Time,  than  drawing  it 
dowly,  or  not  drawing  it  at  all  ?  I’ll  fuppofe 
your  Fingers  and  String  immerfed  in  a  Pot 
l  °  •  Mujlard-,  do  you  think  you  could 
'huS  2nnd  ln  3  greater  Quantity  of  Muftard 

^  between 


(  li  ) 

between  the  Fingers,  than  what  naturally 
come  together  without  ? 

Query  4.  Suppose  the  Pores  of  Glafs  are 
inimenfely  large,  in  refpeft  of  the  Particles 
of  this  fuppoled  Aerial  Fire,  (as  Sir  IJ'aac 
Newton,  and  Dr.  Keill,  have  proved  they 
are,  with  RefpeCt  to  the  Particles  of  Light) 
then  where  is  the  Poffibility,  or  the  Probabi¬ 
lity  of  thofe  Particles  being  ground  in  with 
the  Air,  on  the  Surface  of  the  Globe  ?  If 
it  be  faid,  that  thefe  pretended  Particles  aw 
larger  than  the  Pores  of  the  Globe,  then 
that  muft  be  made  to  appear,  or  elfe  this 
Fundamental  Propofition  will  only  prove  fit 
for  a  Patty-Pan  at  laft. 

Tho’  I  am  one  of  thofe  ivhofe  'Time  is  bu* 
little  worth  *  ;  yet  never  have  I  fpent  it  to  f<? 
poor  a  Purpofe  as  I  have  done,  lince  I  have 
unluckily  pretended  to  characterize  and  confute 
this  Book :  Had  I  let  it  alone,  it  would  foon 
have  fpent  itfelf,  as  other  Ignes  Fatal  do,  after 
having  dazled  the  Eyes,  and  miflead  a  few 
heedlels  People  for  a  ftnall  Time ;  but  as  it  is, 
I  have  brought  upon  Myfelf  the  wofial  Talk 

of  difproving  and  confuting - juft  Nothing 

at  all. 


*  Scv  liis  Appendix ,  p*  to 


I  HAVE 
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I  have  hitherto  conlider’d  this  Renovator  as 
a  Mendicant  only  ;  Nunc  paulo  major  a.  cam- 
miu$%  I  took  the  Liberty  of  faying,  this  Au¬ 
thor  was  one  of  thofe  who  oppos'd  Sir  Ifaac  3 
and  to  let  the  World  know  what  Reafon  I  had 
for  that,  I  fliall  here  fet  his  Words  againft  thofe 
of  Sir  Ifaac' s,  that  the  Antithefis  and  Contra¬ 
diction  may  the  more  eafily  appear. 

J0 

Sir  Ifaac  Newton  exprefly  fays,  that  Heaf 
confifts  in  xhzyihrating  Motion  of  the  Parts  of 
Bodies  -—That  when  Bodies  are  fufficiently 
heated ,  they  emit  Light ,  and  Jhine  ^ — That 
when  a  Body  is  heated  fo  hot  as  to  emit  Light 
copioufl)\  it  becomes  Fire  ; ; — And  laftly,  1  hat 
this  Vibration  of  the  Parts,  which  produceth 
Heat,  Light,  and  Fire,  is  caufed  feveral  Ways 5 
and  among  the  Reft,  he  fays,  it  is  made  by 
Friction.  ( Optics  ££iicr.  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  14.) 

But  his  Antagonift  fays,  it  is  un philoso¬ 
phical  and  unmeaning  for  any  One  to 
advance,  that  Fire  is  caused  by  Fric¬ 
tion,* 

I  am  now  ferious,  and  fubmit  it  to  all  the 
Judges  in  Philofophy,  whether  any  Thing  has 
been  ever  yet  publifli’d  fo  indignant  and  re-* 
proachful  to  that  Great  Man,  by  any  of  his 


*  Page  8, 

C  2  *  '  moS; 


(  r4  ) 

Bioft  inveterate  and  profeis’d  Enemies  ?  I  have 
read  Gordon ,  and  others,  but  never  oblerved  in 
them  fuch  a  bare-faced  and  blajphemous  Contra¬ 
diction.  And  this  was  nearly  the  whole  Rea- 
ion  of  my  taking  any  Notice  at  firft  of  this 
forry  Pamphlet,  and  its  thamelefs  Author. 

,  This  Author  dares  not  lay,  he  did  not  know 
Sir  Ifaac  does  every  where  alfert  Heat,  Light, 
and  Fire,  to  be  caufed  by  Fridion,  or  Agita¬ 
tion  of  the  Parts  of  Bodies :  How  then  dares 
he  ftigmatize  fuch  an  Alfertion,  when  made  by 
luch  a  Man,  with  the  inlamoHS  Epithets  of 
unmeaning  and  unphilofophical  ?  I  think  when 
my  Great  iMafler  has  been  thus  boldly  repre- 
fented  as  an  unphilofophical  Idiot ,  I  have  met 
with  gieat  Lenity  in  being  reduced  only  to  a 
Country  Show-Man  5  fince  moll  Show-Men  are 
fharp  Fellows ;  none  are  without  fame  Mean¬ 
ing  ;  and,  I  believe,  the  moft  illiterate  of  them 
all  can  explain  the  Philofophy  of  their  Magic- 

Lanthorn ,  much  better  than  he  has  done  that 
of  Eledfricity. 

t  The  Idea  which  the  Newtonians  give  of 
Fire,  is  that  which  is  derived  from  its  natural 
Properties  and  Elfeds.  viz.  to  create  Heat ,  to 
emit  Light,  and  to  Burn.  But  what  the  Ele¬ 
ment  arians  call  Fire,  is  a  fomething  which  has 
neither  Heat,  Light,  nor  burns  j  and  therefore  is 
as  oppolite  to  Fire,  (properly  fo  call’d)  as  Dark- 
nefs  to  Light.  But  they  fay,  it  becomes  Fire, 

by 

Y  "  • • 
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by  being  colleded  together  j  fuppofe  that,  and 
then  what  becomes  of  the  Element  ?  The 
laying  Fire  is  contain’d  in  a  Flint ,  is  juft  as 
good  Senfe  as  faying  Colour  is  contain'd  in  a 
Flint ,  and  juft  as  confiftent  with  Rules  of 
Logic  *. 


I  remember  one  Adventure  of  Don  fixate- 
was  to  fall  foul  upon  a  Flock  of  Sheep ,  which 
he  took  for  an  Army  of  Men ;  nor  could  San- 
cho  convince  him  of  his  Abfurdity,  ’till  he  had 
hack’d  and  hew’d  them  to  Pieces.  Juft  fo  our 
doughty  Knight,  having  heard  of  a  fubtile  Mat¬ 
ter,  or  ethereal  Particles  in  the  Atmofphere,  re- 
folvcs  at  once  to  feize  upon,  and  make  Fire  of 
them  ;  to  colled:  them,  and  grind  them  down 
mt o  EleSlricity.  T hey  muft,  and  fhall  be  Fire. 


Sic  volojic  Jubeo,  fat  pro  Ratione  Voluntas  f 


This  is  the  firft  great  Exploit  of  our  Ad¬ 
venturer  ;  the  Second  is  to  prove  the  Coheficn 
(I  fuppofe  he  means  the  attracting  Power  of 


Tjs  well  known  to  the  Learned,  that  the  LatiaW ord  un 
to  bum ,  comes  from  the  Hebrew  Root  *T)K  Lux,  Light ; 
and  that  in  every  Language,  the  Word  that  is  ufed  for  Fire 
is  never  properly  applied  to  any  Thing,  but  what  has  the 
ower  of  exciting  Heat,  or  Light,  or  of  burning . 

X  In  Englijh  : 


I  will  that  they  be  Fire, 

And  Fire  they  are,  1  fay , 

My  W ill  for  Reafon  fands 
For  ever  and  for  aye. 

Cohefion) 
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^  % 

Cohefion )  among  the  Particles  of  real  Fire  ;  and 
to  prove  Fire  is  fimilar  to  its  Parts  5  or  in  other 
Words,  to  prove  that  Fife  is  fimilar  to  Fire  , 
at  thefe  he  takes  great  Pains ;  but  as  no  true 
Philofopher  ever  yet  doubted  of  either,  I  fhall 
leave  this,  and  pafs  on  to  the  next  Exploit. 

This  is  nothing  lefs  than  to  prove,  that  what 
all  Philofopher s  have  determined  Electric 
Bodies,  are  not  fo  ;  and  e  contra .  (Phis  is 

worthy  oj  hitnfelf )  — - But  how  does  tie  pei '■* 

form  it  ?  Why,  firft  he  reduces  them  all  to  Ca¬ 
put  Mori  uums  ;  and  being  dead,  he  inlifts  upon 
it  there  isno  Fire  in  them ,  (tho*  every  one  knows 
there  is  Light  and  Fire  in  many  dead  Sub- 
ftances)  and  having  no  Fire  in  them,  they  can 
attradt  none ;  therefore  they  are  not  eledtrical, 
and  are  therefore  Non-elebtricables.  And  how 
does  the  Champion  prove  all  this ;  by  the  moft 
fubtle  Argument  imaginable,  viz,  Fhey  are ,  in 
\ Truth ,  the  Excrements  only  of  Bodies  which  once 
had  Life .  Thus,  Wax  is  the  Excrement  of 
Bees ,  Silk  the  Excrement  of  Caterpillars ,  and 
Rofn  the  Excrement  of  a  Free.  Probation  eft . 

But  pray,  Sir  Knight ,  don’t  bolt  out  ProoE 
fo  faft  ;  do  you  think  the  Wax  comes  out  of 
the  Inteftines  of  the  Bee  ?  Do  you  underftand 
the  Philofophy  of  Plaifters  and  Sear-Cloths  no 
better  than  this,  and  yet  pretend  to  account  for 
Electricity  ?  You’ll  have  Subtlety  enough  by 
and  by  to  prove,  that  the  Bricks  and  Mortar; 
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of  a  Houfe  are  nothing  but  the  Excrements  of 

the  Mafon  who  builds  it.  * 

\ 

— — *-  Rifum  teneatis  Amici  ? 

•  /  "  -  \  1  I  "  f  *  x  \  ,  ^  , 

After  this,  our  Knight  fets  Spurs  to  his 
IRozinantine  Mufe ,  and  bounds  over  many  a 
Hill  and  Dale,  'till  at  laft  he  arrives  to  a  Mine, 
in  which  there  is  a  Damp  that  puts  out  a  Can¬ 
dle  ;  and  he  undertakes  to  account  for  it.  Firft, 
fays  he,  here  is  Room  enough  for  a  Candle  to 
burn ;  (furely  there  is ) — Secondly,  this  Air  has 
been  robb’d  of  its  Fire ;  (A  cunning  D — lof 


*  Our  Author  fays,  (Append,  p.  ^7.)  What  I  fay  is,  That 
whatever  had  once  Fire  in  it ,  is  capable  of  being  tledlrifed  :  And 
here  he  fays,  IV ax  is  not  capable  of  being  electrified,  becaufe 
an  Excrement,  or  Corput  Mortimm  ;  Ergo,  Wax  never  had 
Fire  in  it.  But  (hould  our  Monopolizer  of  XJnderft  anding  be 
told  by  his  ’ Prentice ,  that  Wax  is  nothing  but  the  Farina  in 
the  Apices  of  Flowers,  (See  Nat.  Hi  ft.  of  Bees ,  p,  42.)  and 
collected  and  carried  thence  by  the  Bees,  on  their  Legs,  to  make 
their  Combs  withal,  how  much  like  a  Philofopher  mu  ft  he 
look  ?  And  what  a  wonderful  Logician  is  this,  that  after  he 
Fas  proved  by  a  Syllogifm  there  never  was  any  Fire  in  Wax, 
i.  e.  in  the  Farina ,  he  lhould  afifert,  (Page  43)  That  the  Fa¬ 
rina  abounds  vsith  more  of  this  Fire  than  any  other  Part  of  the 
Plant  P  This  is  truly  Philofophy  travefty ,  and  the  greateft 
Burlcfque  upon  Common  Senfe.  Had  the  Author  none,  among 
his  boafted  Friends,  that  had  fo  much  Concern  for  his  Cha- 
raCtei,  as  to  gire  him  a  gentle  Flint  on  this  Head,  to  prevent 
his  expoiing  himfelf  a  fecondTime  to  die  Mercy  of  mifereant 
Critics .  But,  the  Cale  was,  I  fuppofe,  that  his  Pride''  would 
not  permit  any  of  them  to  think  for  him  ;  and  they  knew  too 
well  the  Truth  of  his  Motto,  Naturam  cxpellas  Furca .  idc 
That  is,  in  JFngliJh  : 

If  Dullnefs  you  drive  out  with  juft  Difdain, 

She  11,  with  Electric  Tveapgt  return  again, 

& 


x 
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d  Thief  to  Jieal  Fire  where  there  was  none) 
—Thirdly,  Ergo ,  no  Fire  nor  Animal  can  fub- 

fift  there - Fourthly,  I  have  heard fay ,  a  fadti* 

tious  Damp  has  been  made  in  an  Air-Pump, 
and  a  Moufe  was  put  in, "and  was  kill’d  ;  (How 
was  that  done ,  Sir  Knight  ? )• — Fifthly,  by 
having  its  Fire  extinguifod— by  Fire .  (Won¬ 
derful  well  !  and  worthy  a  Gentleman  of  his 
•  Order .  *) 

The  next  Feat  he  undertakes,  is  to  account 
for  Electricity  fetting  Fire  to  inflammable  Bo¬ 
dies  ;  and  in  order  to  this  he  thus  ratiocinates 
Eledricity  paffes  from  the  eledrified  Body  in  a 
converging  and  diverging  State,  juft  as  Rays  of 
Light  does  thro’  a  Lens ;  (This  is  very  good  in 
the  Mouth  of  a  Knight -Errant  ^  thtf  every  Show- 
Man  knows  the  Contrary  by  Experiment .  t) 


*  The  Experiment  here  referr’d  to,  of  killing  an  Animal, 
is  that  of  Burnt  Air, as’ tis  call’d  ;  but  one  would  have  thought, 
that  confidering  our  Knight  has  infilled  fo  much  on  the  Simu - 
larity  of  Fire  to  Fire ,  and  the  llrong  Cohefion  between  its  Parts , 
he  would  have  undertaken  to  fhew,  that  the  Air  in  palfing 
thro1  Firej,  would  have  acquired  Hill  more  Fire,  and  have  even 
animated  a  dead  Moufer  rather  than  killed  a  living  one  ;  for 
this  would  have  been  ItriCtly  reafoning  a  Priori  ;  nor  durll 
any  of  the  low  Tnbe  of  Experi?nenters  have  contradicted 
him  by  Matters  of  Fa  ft;  thefe  he  might  have  rejected,  as 
■pofierior  Topics,  and  utterly  unworthy  of  his  Knowledge. 
Had  he  done  this  he  had  been  fimilar  to  himfelf 

£  This  is  the  lirlt  Time,  I  believe,  that  any  Body  ever 
heard  of  a  Glafs  Lens,  which  both  converged  and  diverged  the 
Rays  of  Light.  It  may  be  in  vain  to  alk  our  Knight,  if  he 
meant  a  Con  vex,  or  a  Concave  Lens,  lince  I  can  fuppofe  he  knows 
nothing  of  the  Nature  of  either. 

Thei), 


I 


Then,— —This  Electricity  forms  a  Capfula  of 
a  Lambent  Flame,  about  Half  an  Inch 
thick ,  which  enclofes  the  electrized  Body,  (for¬ 
give  him  Heavens  !)  and  pervades  alfo  every 
Part  of  the  faid  Body,  (Thanks  to  the  Knight 
for  this  Dijcovery  f  )  and  every  Particle  of 
Matter  which  conflitutes  that  Body.  ( Hence¬ 
forth  be  Jilent ,  ye  vain  Philofophers ,  who  talk 
of  the  Impenetrability  of  Matter  !)— — This 
converging  Fire  is  farther  proved  by  going  off 
the  Bali  fufpended  from  the  Barrel,  in  Form 
of  a  Vortex  (exceedingly  good  •)  a  Spot  of  bine 
Flame  will  appear  at  each  End  of  a  round  Ball 
placed  under  in  a  Saucer. — — This  being  all 
fuppofed,  then  a  Flame  ilfues  out  at  the  End 
of  the  electrified  Finger  or  Sword,  and  it  is  no 
Wonder  then,  if  an  inflammable  Spirit  fhould 
take  Fire  from  it. 

But,  good  Sir  Knight,  what  do  you  mean 
by  the  Flame  ?  Do  you  mean  the  diverging 
flame  of  electrical  Fire  at  the  End  of  the 
Sword  ?  sTis  reafonable  to  think  you  do,  be- 
caufe  you,  who  think  fcorn  to  do  any  Thing  as 
the  V auke  do  it,  muft  be  allow’d  to  do  it  in 
your  own  Way,  viz,  a  Prion  •  and  then  it 


*~For  it  has  been  hitherto  a  great  Queftion  with  thofe  who 
(hew  Experiments  for  Money,  whether  the  eledric  Virtue 
ever  goes  Skin-deep  into  any  Perfon  or  Thing  that  is  electri¬ 
fied. 


D 


will 
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will  be  genuine  ^uixotifm^  and  every  Way  con- 
iiftent  with  yourfelf.  * 

His  next  Adventure  is  to  account  for  light 
Bodies  being  attracted  and  repel?  d  from  the 
Tube  3  and  his  Argument  is  very  fhrew’d :  For, 
fays  he,  if  .what  I  have  faid  be  true,  how  can 
this  Phenomenon  he  other  wife  ?  I  fear.  Sir 
Knight,  you’ll  by  and  by  bewray  your  Cow¬ 
ardice  j  a  Knight  Adventurer  fhould  flick  at 
nothing,  but  boldly  affert  Things  are  fo  and 
fa,  and  not  rifk  his  Glory  upon  the  doubtful 
Particle  if,  becaufe  if  that  be  denied  him,. 

alas  for  all  his  Renown  from  Feats  of  Chivalry . 

% 

* 

But  here  begins  the  lugubrious  Part  of  my 
Tale,  and  wofuiThings  now  betide  the  Knight ; 


*  It  is  worth  while  here  to  obferve  our  Knight’s  Criticifm 
on  the  Shape  of  a  Gun-Barrel,  and  give  it  firlt  in  his  owa 
Words,  which  I  fhall  call. 

The  K.7iight -Errantry  Stile ,  (See  Page  26.) 

«  Its  being  a  Gun-Barrel,  can  be  no  other  Reafon  for  its 
«  Preference  in  that  Shape,  rather  than  in  another.” 

/  That  is  in  Englilh  without  Senfe  : 

«  Its  being  a  Gun-Barrel,  can  be  no  Reafon  for  its  Prefer* 
«  ence  in  the  Shape  of  a  Gun-Barrel,  rather  than  in  another. 

That  is  in  Englilh,  with  a  Meaning  : 

There  is  no  Reafon  for  the  Preference  of  a  Gun-Barrel,  to 
a  Piece  of  Iron  in  any  other  Shape. 

I  confefs,  I  am  in  this  Cafe  greatly  beholden  to  the  Knight ; 
for  before  this,  I  thought  I  had  always  ufed  the  Gun-Barrel 
fox  the- Sake  of  its  Form,,  or  Shape  only. 


for 
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for  being  on  the  Summit  of  a  craggy  Mountain , 
and  loft  in  Cogitation,  there  happen’d  a  dread¬ 
ful  Stroke  of  Thunder,  attended  with  a  Thun¬ 
der- Bolt,  that .  (tho’  happily  miffing  the  Knight, 
yet)  fell  fo  direfully  on  the  Head  of  his  poor 
Mufti)  that  down  fhe  fell,  Knight  and  all ; 
and  lb  great  was  the  Force,  that  the  Cranium 
of  the  Beaft  fltruck  Fire  out  of  the  flinty  Rock , 
and  was  grievoufly  wounded  in  that  dangerous 
Part :  The  Knight  lay  Iprawling  for  a  While, 
but  at.  laft  recover’d,  and  received  no  Bruife, 
{ for  his  Helmet  was  of  impenetrable  Brafs :) 
Upon  examining  the  Pericranium  of  his  hapleis 
Mufli)  it  appear’d,  that  there  was  a  Fracture 
of  the  Skull,  and  a  Depreffion  of  one  Part 
which  appear’d  to  bear  too  hard  upon  the  Dura 
Mater  and  Cerebellum;  the  Knight  trepan’d 
her  with  great  Dexterity,  and  thus  fecured  the 
Senforium  Commune ,  and  the  Glandula  Pinealis 
pretty  well :  But  one  Misfortune  does  not  come 
alone ;  poor  Mufa  had  a  violent  Contuflon  and 
Swelling  upon  her  Shoulder  ;  this  he  lanced  and 
probed^  and  drefted  in  the  Farriery  Way,  and 
recover  d  her  fo  far,  as  to  be  able  to  purfue 
his  Adventures.  But,  tho’  the  Scene  was  me- 
i  mcholy,  it  would  have  made  any  Cynic  fmile, 
to  oblerve  how  the  Knight  was  convey’d 
thro  the  reft  of  the  Way,  by  a  wabbling  pe- 
riftaltic  Motion  of  the  poor  Animal  with  its 
lame  Shoulder, 


The 


The  Knight  having  pretty  well  recover’d  his 
Spirits,  rallies  all  the  Powers  of  his  Mind,  and 
forms  inviolable  Refolutions  to  go  thro"  with 
his  Defigns.  I  will  endeavour^  fays  he;  — 
Jean  fuppofe  ; — —I  hope  to  jhew -y  — —  and  with 
the  great  Affiflance  of  if' s  and  and' s,  he  ac¬ 
counts,  in  a  moft  wonderful  Manner,  for  all 
Electric  Arcana  5  from  the  Excrements  of  Ani¬ 
mals,  to  the  Anima  Mundi ,  to  the  great  Afto- 
nifhment  of  all  the  Literati.  Yea,  fo  great 
is  the  Courage  of  our  Adventurer  on  iorne  Oc- 
cations,  that  he  fcruples  not  to  declare,  That  he 
will  venture  to  account  for  what  has  hitherto 
puzzled  every  Body ;  and  in  the  true  Stile  of 
Knight-Errantry,  he  explains  Generation  in  Vege¬ 
tables,  and  tells  us  how  a  Mule-Flower  may  be 
begotten  between  a  f Horje )  Pink ,  and  an  ( A/s  ) 
Sweet-Wiilliam ,  by  the  procreative  Power  of 
Eledtricity.  And  for  this  alfo, 

V 

* — — — Tot  a  cantahitnr  urbe .  * 


*  That  is  in  Englifh  : 

With  his  new  Fame  each  Coftee-Houfe  fh.all  ring  ; 

And  his  great  Wifdom  all  the  Town  (hall  fing. 

f 

Our  Knight  tells  us  here,  (Page  43)  If  you  will  fuppofe  the 
Matrix  and  Farina  abounds  with  more  h  ire  than  any  other  Part 
of  the  Plant  or  Flower,  the  Great  Wonder  is  at  an  End.  So 
it  is  really  ;  for  now  we  End  our  Knight’s  Finances  amount  at 
leafh  to  400  /.  per  Annu?n.  For, 

What  makes  all  Dodt fines  plain  and  clear  ? 

About  Two  Hundred  Pounds  a  Tear . 

What  makes  that  true ,  which  juft  before 

Had  been  pronj'd  falfe  ?  Two  Hundred  more .  Hudib. 

"  Otne 


One  Adventure  more  is  all  that  I  can  at  pre¬ 
lent  flay  to  relate  of  our  worthy  Knight :  And 

it  was  on  this  wife  : - -The  Knight,  as  he 

was  fcouring  o’er  the  Sea  Coaft  by  Night,  faw 
at  a  great  Diflance  before  him  the  Sea  Water 
Jhme ,  which  he  took  for  a  Ignis  Fatuus ,  or 
jack  with  a  Lanthorn ,  and  was  determined  to 
perfue  it,  that  he  might  be  able  to  account  for 
that  alfo  ^  but  unfortunately  for  him,  his  Way 
lay  thro’  a  Marfh,  and  heedlefs  of  the  Road, 
with  Eyes  intent  on  this  Dcceptio  Vi  jus y  poor 
Mufe  /fray’d,  and  plunged  into  a  Bog  •  the 
Knight  in  great  Confternation  jump’d  off,  and 
with  a  great  deal  of  Dirt  and  Turmoil,  cn- 
deavour’d  to  lug  out  the  poor  Beall,  but  in  vain  ; 
fo  great  was  the  conftriSlive  Power  of  Elctlri- 
city  in  the  Mud  But  luckily  a  Sailor  comes 
by,  the  Knight  begs  hh  A fii fiance;  the  Sailor 
pitying  his  woful  Plight,  gives  him  a  Hand, 
and  after  many  a  Pull  and  Hawl,  out  flounced 
Mufa ,  in  a  ruful  Pickle  indeed  ;  but  what 
proved  the  greateft  Mortification  to  the  dif- 
aflrous  Knight,  was  loofing  the  fine  Trappings 
of  the  poor  Creature,  and  the  Eton  s  Skin ,  with 
which  had  been  adorn’d  ;  all  which  lay  mix’d 
with  the  Mire  of  the  Bog,  and  could  not  be 
recovered.  Our  Knight  was  now  reduced  to 
the  fad  Neceflity  of  riding  on  a  Creature  ap¬ 
pearing  in  all  the  Simplicity  of  Nature,  (except 
what  the  Dirt  hid)  and  with  a  more  than  com¬ 
mon  Length  oj  Ears.  This  put  him  fo  out 
pf  Countenance,  that  he  refplv’d  to  defifl,  and 

return 
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return  the  fhorteft  Way  home.  But  even  ftill 
he  will  endeavour  to  atchive  fomething  worthy 
of  Knight-Hood,  and  therefore  undertakes  to 
account  for  the  natural  State  of  the  Air . 
And  thus  he  proceeds The  Ether  is  fup~ 
pofed  to  inhabit  above  the  Atmofphere  — — 
the  common  Air  is  fuppofed  to  be  within  the 
Atmofphere  (fight  Sir  Knight )  9— — —The 
Feats  of  the  mighty  Weight  of  the  Air  in  the 
Operations  of  the  Syphon ,  Pump ,  (3c,  I  con¬ 
fers  I  could  never  underhand  ( who  wonders  at 
that.)* — —I  would  account  for  them,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Barometer,  by  the  Air's  Elajli - 
city  —  I  chufe  to  fuppofe  Air  is  an  Ele¬ 
ment  as  well  as  Fire  (we  dejire  no  better  Proof) 
- and  that  the  Difference  in  Air  is  only  be- 


*  Our  Knight’s  confefling  he  could  not  underftand  the  Oper¬ 
ation.  of  Syphons  and  Pumps  by  the  Weight  of  the  Air,  was 
the  Occafion  of  my  faying.  He  did  not  underftand  the  Elements 
ef  Philofophy.  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  Mr  .Cotes,  Dr.  Heljham,  Dr, 
S ’ G ra<vefande.  Prof.  Mufchenbroeck,  Dr.  DejJdguliers,  &c. 

&c.  have  all  demonftrated  this  by  every  Sort  of  Argument  and 
Proof,  in  fo  plain  a  Manner,  that  I’ll  be  bold  to  fay,  there  is 
not  a  Tyro  in  Philofophy  in  the  three  Kingdoms  that  does  not 
underftand  it :  But  what  then  ;  mult  our  Knight  underftand  it 
whether  he  has  Intellects  or  not  ?  No  furely.  And  if  there 
be  any  Thing  in  Philofophy  more  eafy  to  be  underftood  than 
thefe  Effects,  I  fhall  readily  acknowledge  Myfelf  guilty  of 
unmannerly  Ahufe  to  any  that  fhall  make  it  appear.  I  confefs, 
what  he  fays  of  the  Barometer  (Page  50)  furpaffes  all  the  un¬ 
intelligible  Jargon  I  ever  yet  faw,  on  any  Subject  whatever  : 
And  is  this  what  he  is  commanded  to  write  ?  what  we  mull  ap¬ 
plaud  his  Dedication  of  to  the  President  ?  what  all  fenfible 
Men  would  be  glad  to  have  Jhewn  ?  0  Tetnpra  !  0  Mores  ! 


tween 


f  2S ) 

tween  foul  Air  and  heavy,  and  clean  Air 

and  light. 

At  this,  all  who  heard  him,  fet  up  fuch  a 
Hallabaloo,  as  had  fuch  an  Effedt  on  the  Muf- 
culai-  Syftem  of  our  Knight,  as  was  like  to 
prove  fatal  to  him,  (efpecially  the  Cephalopha- 
ryngcei ,  and  the  Crioarytcenoides)  which  fo  af- 
fedted  t  he  P Larynx  and  Larynx  of  the  Knight, 
that  what  he  faid  afterwards  about  the  Quick¬ 
er  riling  in  the  Barometer,  was  ablolutely 
unintelligible  to  every  Body  •  as  was  every 
Thing  elfe  he  endeavoured,  fuppofed ,  and  hoped 
to  account  for  afterwards. 

These  Feats  of  PleElriccil  Chivalry ,  being 
publiihed  to  the  World,  drew  upon  the  Knight 
a  Variety  of  Cenfures  :  Some  faid  they  had  a 
Regard  for  the  good  Knight,  and  was  forry  to 
fee  he  had  expofed  himfelf  to  the  Ridicule  of 
Mankind  .  ^  Others  laid  nothing  of  it  $  our 
Knight  fuppofes,  for  want  of  Apprehenfion* 
Fear  of  Conviction,  or  a  worfe  Caufe  than 
either.  A  third  Sort,  made  feveral  Objections 
to  them,  and  would  have  fet  him  right  in  fe— 
veral  Things  they  conceived  he  had  been  mif 
taken  in.  But  how  prepofteroufly  officious  did 
thefe  Gentlemen  feem  to  the  Knight,  and  how 
great  was  the  Affront  to  his  Knight-IJood  ! 
They  fet  me  right !  No,  marry  quoth  the 
Knight,  ytis  my  Perogative  to  fet  them  right  • 
and  I II  do  it  in  the  following  Manner,  &c. 

Then 


( 


2 


) 


Then  follows  fnch  a  Hoge-poge  of  his  Crambe 
recofta^  as  would  give  any  Man  the  V ertigo  to 
read  it :  Nor  is  there  any  Thing  more  than 
what  nicely  quadrates  with  Knight  Errantry .  ^ 


After  this  our  Knight  feems  to  be  in  a 
very  morofe  Mood,  and  angry  with  half  Man¬ 
kind^  his  Fury  firft  falls  upon  the  whole  Clafs 

of  Experiment  ers^  who  take  Money  for  /hew¬ 
ing  their  Experiments .  Thefe  he  reviles  in  a 


I  {hall  here  juft  take  Notice  of  two  or  three  l  kas  that 
have  been  made  for  this  Author,  oy  thofe  who  underhand 
as  much  of  the  Matter,  as  he  docs  himfelf. 

If  heafferts,  fay  they,  the  Exigence  of  Elementary  Fire,  nehas 
o-reat  Authorities  on  his  Side,  as  Bcerha<re,  tfJ c.  Answer. 

Boerhave  has  nowhere  proved  any  fuch  Thing,  nor  any  o. 
his  Followers  ;  One  Sir  Ifaac  Nenvton  againft  him,  Vvid  pio\c 
of  more  Weight ‘than  an  Hundred  BderhaV'eVyM  him.  Had  he 
afferted  Elementary  Fire  only,  I  had  taken  no  Notice  of  it. 

He  fliews,  fay  they,  Eh  at  Fire  Is  not  caufed  by  FnFicn,  any 
more  than  Water  is  by  Pumping.  This  is  falfe  ;  he  fnews  no 
fuch  Thing  ;  and  his  Simile  is  perfectly  ridiculous.  VY  ho  does 
not  fee,  who  cannot  prove  there  is  Water  before  t/:e  Pump¬ 
ing  ?  But  where  do  you  fee,  where  they  find  fire  before  tae 

Again,  they  fay.  Both  Sides  beg  the  QucjUon ,  and  he  may 
as  well  do  that  as  Sir  Ifaac  N aw  ion.  I  deny  that,  and  they 
know  nothing  of  Sir  'time's  Writings  who  affirm  this.  Sir  IJaac 
was  no  Mendicant ;  he  proves  every  Thing  he  aflerts  in  the 
plained  Manner ;  as  I  ffiall  fhortly  take  an  Opportunity  to 

Laftly,  they  fay.  Sir  Ifaac  was  net  infallible ,  and  therefore- 
he  may  be  cxcufed  for  oppofing  him.  I  his  I  again  eny  , 
Sir  Ifaac  was  infallible  in  every  Thing  that  he  proven  and  de¬ 
mon  pirated  ;  that  is  to  fay,  in  all  his  Phil ofophy  ;  and  this  I 
have  made  appear  in  the  Syftem  of  hu  Philofophy  here  ac- 
vertifed,  Page  2.  ft 


V  ^  /  J 

moPc  infufferable  Degree  ;  aflerting^  they  ar$ 
bound  to  try  all  Means  to  gain  Applauje 
That  they  are  capable  of  playing  a  thoufand 
Tricks  like  Legerdemain  : — —That  they  are  a 
People  whofeTime  is  little  Worth  j  with  more 
to  the  fame  Purpofe. 

Good,  Sir  Knight,  why  all  this  Ire  ?  flow 
have  thofe  Gentlemen  provok’d  your  Spleen  ? 
Is  it  their  taking  Money  only,  as  you  pretend  ? 
Or  is  it  not  rather,  that  they  are  a  Set  of  Men 
the  moft  proper  and  capable  of  detecting  and 
expofing  your  empty  and  worthlefs  Exploits  of 
Knight  Errantry  ? 

But  who  does  the  Knight  mean  by  thofe 
who  few  Experiments  for  Money  ?  Do  not 
fbe  chief  Phijofophers  in  Chriftendom  do  this  l 
Do  not  the  Chemists,  the  Anatomists, 
the  Physicians,  and  Divines  everywhere, 


*  I  can’t  help  thinking  that  Tome  of  thefe  Electrical  Im - 
pofiors  have  at  laft  impoied  on  the  credulous  Knight.  He 
believes,  that  this  mighty  Force  of  Electricity  Jlrikes  Peo¬ 
ple  with  the  Palp ,  and  takes  away  their  Speech.  Matters 
of  Faith  with  him,  are  as  good  as  Matters  of  FaCt.  I 
expeCt  to  hear  they’ll  next  make  the  Knight  believe,  that 
TleCtricity  proceeds  from  nothing  but  the  Le  Diable  in  the 
Gun-Barrel  fpitting  Fire  thro’  the  Pores  ;  and  indeed  he  feems 
already  to  entertain  home  horrible  Notions  of  it  in  fome  of  his 
fqueamifh  Moods.  If  this  fhould  Be  the  Cafe,  he’ll  fall  to 
atchieving  again,  jmd  then,  Wo  be  to  the  poor  Diable  ! 
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read  Lectures  for  Money  ?  Are  they  for  this 
to  be  ftigmatiz’d  with  the  odious  Names  of  art¬ 
ful  T’rickfiers,  Cheats ,  and  Legerdemain-Men  ? 
If  not,  then  why  are  thofe  who  give  Ledlures 
in  El e  c  t  r  i  c  i  t  y  for  Money  ?  A  Perfon  that 
can  thus  throw  out  Invedtives  upon  all  Profeffi- 
ons  of  Men,  the  mod  eminent  in  the  Land  for 
Learning,  ought  to  be  had  in  Derifon  by  every 
Man,  who  has  any  Concern  for  the  Honour  ot 
the  Comm  on- wealth. 

But  the  Dregs  of  Vengeance  the  wrathful 
Knight  has  referv’d  to  wreak  upon  me  ;  and 
glad  fhould  I  have  been  to  have  fuftain’d  the 
Whole  :  I  am  only  concern’d  to  think  that  anv 
of  my  Profeffion  fuffefd  bis  Indignation  and 
Calumny ,  on  my  Account.  Why  could  he  not 
have  fpared  the  Innocent,  and  pour’d  his 
Fury  alone  on  my  devoted  Head  3  He  might 
have  made  me  a  Show-Man,  a  Sot,  a  De¬ 
bauchee,  or  any  poor  Devil  he  pleafed  5  this 
would  not  have  given  me  a  Moment’s  Uneafi- 
nefs  •  but  to  abufe  others  on  my  Account,  ought 
never  to  be  forgiven.  I  defire  no  higher  Ho¬ 
nours  than  what  I  have  always  enjoy’d  ;  that 
is,  to  give  Lectures  in  Philofophy  with  Credit 
to  the  Science ,  in  the  EJleem  of  thofe  who  are 
proper  Judges, .  *  *Tis  true,  indeed,  I  fhould 

be 


*  The  Knight’s  making  me  a  Show-Man  is  merry  enough, 
and  is  the  only  Spark  of  fire  there  is  in  the  Book, - 1  re¬ 

member,  as  my  Goods  were  once  carrying  into  my  Letture- 

Roam 
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be  giad  to  have  a  little  more  Money  •  yet, 
Thanks  to  Heaven  and  Friends,  I  have  no  Ne- 
ceffity  fo  great  as  to  be  guilty  of  any  mean  or 
ungenerous  Action  for  Money  :  No  Man  can 
accufe  me  of  any  fuch  Thing ;  or  be  bafe 
enough  to  infinuate  it,  but  our  invidious  Knight, 
Befides,  fuppofe  I  were  ever  fo  poor,  is  Po¬ 
verty  a  Crime  ?  Is  there  any  Argument  in  that 
to  prove  our  Knight  is  Wife,  or  that  I  am  not 
able  to  fhew  the  Contrary  ?  If  not,  what 
boots  his  Ridicule  on  Poverty  ?  But,  pray  who 
is  this  conceited  contemptuous  Knight  ?  I  never 
heard  of  any  fuch  Perfon,  ’till  he  harang’d  us 


Room,  at  a  certain  Town,  the  Rabble  crouded  about  the  Door, 
to  know  what  it  was ;  and  one  wifer  than  the  Relt  immediately 
cries  out,  ,Tis  a  Zhow  cotne  to  Town  ;  and  what  do  we  give 

to  zee’t  ?  A  Guinea,  replies  the  other.  Z - nds,  fays 

the  Fellow,  this  is  the  D - 1  of  a  Z,how  ;  Why,  Luck-man - 

zjhure,  none  but  the  Gentle-Vauke  can  zee  this.  And  to  fay 
the  Truth,  there  are  many  Places  where  I  have  been,  fo  bar- 
baroufly  ignorant,  that  they  have  taken  me  for  a  Magician  ; 
yea,  fome  have  threaten’d  my  Life,  for  railing  Storms  and 
Hurricanes :  Nor  could  I  fhew  my  Face  in  fome  Towns,  but 
in  Company  with  the  Clergy  or  Gentry,  who  were  of  the 
Courfe.  And  this  was  the  Cafe  of  the  ingenious  and  learned 
Mr.  Domkey ,  at  Southampton ,  when  he  was  there  with  his 
Show,  as  I  was  inform’d  by  a  Gentleman  of  that  Town.  Such 
likewife  was  the  Cafe  of  our  celebrated  Show-Man ,  Dr.  Deffa- 
guliers,  as  I  have  been  told.  And  is  it  not  a  deplorable  Cafe, 
that  Philofophy  fhould  be  thus  difgraced  by  Mackarel-JVomen^ 
W iol-Combers ,  and  Knights  Errant  / 


E  2 


with 
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with  his  Adventures ;  *  I  fancy,  by  that, 
he  moves  in  a  very  narrow  Sphere,  and  has  no¬ 
thing  to  make  him  considerable,  unlefs  it  be  his 
boajlcd  Finances  ?  If  this  Knight  would 
make  me  contemptible,  let  him  accufe  me  of 
Pride  and  Vain- Glory  ,  of  publishing  Faljhood , 
and  villainous  Innuendos ;  of  palpable  Igno¬ 
rance,  and  the  grojj'ejl  Nonfence  ;  and  of  being 
capable  of  Defamation  beyond  all  the  Powers  of 
Billings-Gatc.  Of  thefe  Things  I  ihould  be 
heartily  amarned.  "Tis  true,  he  fays,  1  have 
abufed  him  in  ah  unmannerly  Marnier ,  and 
wrote  what  no  Gentleman  would  have  written. 
But  why  did  he  not  prove  all  this  ?  I  have 
nothing  but  his  ipfe  dixit  againft  me  •  and  I 
hope  that  will  not  be  thought  a  Proof  in  this 
Cafe,  whatever  Argument  there  may  be  in  it 
for  Electricity.  But  how  have  I  abufed  him  ? 
I  faid,  He  did  not  unde rf  and  the  Caufe  of  E- 
ledlricity  $  and  I  appeal  to  the  Judicious,  if  I 
have  not  made  that  appear.  I  further  faid,  He 
did  not  better  unaerftand  the  Elements  of  Philo- 


*  One  would  imagine  our  Knight  conceits  himfelf  to  he 
the  ’Third.  Cato  of  'Juvenal,  tumbled  out  of  the  Clouds. 

Tertius  e  Coelo  cecidit  Cato. - Sat.  2. 

For  who  elfe  would  prefume  to  compare  themfelves  with 
Harvey  and  Newton  ?  Who  elfe  would  vaunt  a  Character 

that  Jhail  caU  an  Angus er  into  t he  World  ? - 1  believe  no 

one  would  envy  this  great  Man’s  thinking  for  himfelf.  But 
why  mull  he  doie  other  Folks  with  his  Crudities,  and  cram  his 
Excrements  down  their  Throats  ? 

f°Pb 


Jophy  5  and  had  I  not  his  own  Confpjjion  for  this  ? 

1  laid,  moreover,  He  oppojed  Sir  IJaac  Newton  ; 
and.  of  this  I  have  given  molt  flagrant  lnftan- 
ces.  Laffiy,  I  faid,  He  was  guilty  of  writing 
Nonfenfe  ;  and  thole  who  think  this  abujing 
of  him ,  I  beg  would  undertake  to  make  Senle 
of  feveral  Paffages  in  his  Book  that  I  have,  * 
and  others  that  I  can,  point  out.  The  Queftion 
is  then,  if  I  have  faid  any  Thing  more  than  the 
Truth  of  him  3  if  not,  I  have  not  abufed  him. 
And  is  this  more  than  what  any  Gentleman 
may  write  ?  Is  it  unworthy  of  a  Gentleman  to 
vindicate  Truth  and  Science  againft  thofe  who 
would  obfcure  and  confound  it  with  Words 
without  Knowledge  ?  Surely  not.  I  fuppofe 
our  Knight  thinks  he  has  the  Privilege  of  Wri¬ 
ting  any  Thing  he  pleafes,  tho’  ever  fo  bad  ; 
I  don’t  deny  that  3  but  then  let  him  have  the 
Courage  to  be  told  of  it,  fince  the  Prefs  is  as 
free  for  one,  as  for  another.  But  he  complains 
the  Abufe  was  unmannerly :  How  fo,  for  God’s 
Sake  ?  Did  I  not  give  him  his  Title,  F.R.S.  and 
pray  what  more  could  I  fey  of  him  to  his  Cre¬ 
dit  ?  I  have  no  other  Notion  of  Ceremony 
with  an  Author  than  Plain  Dealing  ;  Honeft 
Kruth  is  all  a  good  Writer  expe&s  in  the  Cen- 
fures  of  the  World  3  and  a  bad  one  ought  to 
think  himfelf  well  off,  if  he  has  that  only .  But 


*  See  the  PafTage  of  the  Barometer  before  quoted. 

to 
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to  gratify  the  Ambition  of  this  extraordinary 
Gentleman,  I  have  treated  him  here  with  more 
Dignity  and  Reverence ,  which  I  hope  will  ex- 
cufe  my  former  Rujlicity.  Upon  the  Whole, 
I  am  confcious  of  having  done  no  more  than 
what  the  Truth  and  Reputation  of  the  moft 
excellent  of  Sciences  require,  and  in  which  I 
have  the  Precedents  of  Gentlemen  of  the  bell. 
Senfe  in  every  Age,  in  their  feveral  Profeffions. 


POST - 
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POSTS  CRIPT. 


AVING  now  done  with  the  worji 
tVriter  on  Electricity  that  ever 
was,  I  flhall  beg  Leave  to  make  a 
few  Obfervations  on  what  we  have 
juft  now  propofed  to  us  from  the 
heft ;  I  mean  the  Sequel  of  the  ingenious  and 
induftrious  Mr.  Watjon  $  a  Piece,  whofe  Merit 
infinitely  exceeds  its  Price,  and  which  will  foon 
be  in  the  Hands  of  every  Virtuofo .  From  a 
great  Number  of  the  moft  furprizing  Experi¬ 
ments  relating  to  this  Virtue,  many  of  which 
are  New,  he  makes  feveral  Inferences ;  and  then 
propofes  feveral  Queries  relating  to  its  Nature 
and  Properties. 

Concerning  thefe  I  have  the  follow¬ 
ing  Things  to  obferve.  And  Firft,  I  think, 
with  Regard  to  the  Firft  ^uery  -y  thofe  Ex¬ 
periments  do  undeniably  prove  the  Affir¬ 
mative,  viz,  ‘That  EleCtric  Attraction  and. 

Repul-. 
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Repulfion  are  to  be  attnbutsd  to  the  Fluscoj 
JEther ,  or  ^Ethereal  Particles  of  Matter  But 
then  why  Mr.  W.  gives  it  the  Epithet  o 
EleSlrical ,  I  do  not  fee  ;  fince  I  think  Sir  J/aac 
Newton  has  plainly  ihewn,  that  this  ^Ethenal 
Matter  is  the  common  Subject  of  all  Kin  s  ^ 
Light  and  Fire,  as  well  as  that  of  Eledtuu  y. 

The  Second  Query  is.  Whether  the  EleSin- 
cal/Ether  is  any  other  than  Elementary  Eire 
l  be-  Leave  here  to  obferve,  that  I  think  there  is 
a  very  material  Difference  between  what  is  heie 
call’d  Eletlrical  JEther,  and  EleBnaty.  i  be 
Latter  is  undoubtedly  Fire ;  but  tne  roimer  I 
deny  to  be  Fire,  and  much  more,  that  it 
Slnentary  Fire, \  But  before  this  Sgery  can 
be  fully  anfwer’d,  I  would  allc,  wnat  we  arc 
to  underfland  by  Fire,  and  by  Element  m  the 
Senfe  thefe  Gentlemen  would  be  undei  flood 


in  t 


The  Third  $uerf  is  brancned  out  into  fe- 
veral  Particulars,  every  one  of  which  is 
mediately  proved  true  by  Experiments. 

But  the  Fourth,  viz.  Whether  this  Fire 
fas  it  muff  be  call’d)  is  not  intimately  connctled 

JcBTmal  1  thmk  *  no. 

proved  either  by  Reafon  or  Experiment.  To 
prove  this  would  be  to  prove  this  ^Ether  a 
Element  j  but  then,  how  Audi  we,  Pr(?e  *  l. 
Element  an  JEther  ?  tor  I  take  it,  th  _ 
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fnSPh;L?iflerenC^etWeen  Mtber  and  VtemeHt 

m  Philofophy.  The  utmoft  the  Experiments 

ST’  u>  Tl  EIe&ical  Mat^  ^  condudt- 

ed  by  Water  Flame,  Smoke ,  &c.  and  not  that 

it  has  been  feparated  from  them  as  if  it  was  na- 

mrally  m  a  State  °f  intimate  Contact  with  them. 

fire  indeed  will  attract  and  cohere  with  Fire 

J?UV  1  ;now  °i'  no  Experiment  that  proves 

S  and  Cohdion  baw«£  ,1,; 

1  articles  of  fire  and  Water, 

The  Fifth  S>uery  concerning  its  El a, H i city 
has  been  always  allow’d* 

heirfcrTTw ^€cK  concerning  its  Flafticity 

&c  S  bp  T6  n  r  f^C  FxP^°Jwnh  Concufjiom, 
6^.  is  beyond  Dilpute  right,  and  is  obviom 

fom  Experiments.  But  then  this  is  not  pecu- 
TjL°  T-8?  °fFy  common  fo  all 

Thunde^Lightningj 

rifon  wouldT^mo^proper  of^a  C°nP*~ 

than  an  ^  Fump]  Ei £'%££% 

fnfw  Pump 

not  ^lSZ^lWater-Pm^  But  this  * 

Th  e  Eighth  §>uery  is,  whether  thefe  Exne- 
Jiments  do  not  caute  us  rather  to  incline  to  the 

Opinios 
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Opinions  of  Homberge ,  Lemery,  S'Gravef- 
ande  and  Boerhaave ,  who  held  Fire  to  be  an 
original  diftindt  Principle,  than  thofe  of  Bacon, 
Boyle ,  and  Newton,  who  conceive  it.  to  be 
mechanically  producible  from  other  Bodies  ? 
anfwer,  by  no  Means.  .  There  is  a  Difference 
between  feparating  Fine  from  Bodies,  and  a 
fetting  in  of  Fire,  (i.  e.  JEther)  to  thofe  Bodies 
from  the  Air  ;  which  latter  is  all  that  is  proved 
by  the  Experiments.  Nor  do  I  think  this  Fire 
always,  ’ till  flow,  confder  d  as  coining  Jt  oui 
the  Glafs  only:  It  has  been  consider'd  as  freely  per¬ 
vading  the  Pores  of  all  Bodies,  and  thrown  out 
bv  the  Vibration  of  their  Elaftic  Particles,  ex¬ 
cited  by  FriCtion.  The  Paffage  here  cited  from 
Boerhaave ,  I  fear,  will  prove  a  little  too  much, 
if  it  proves  any  Thing  ;  for  if  his  Ignis  be  Mat¬ 
ter  (as  it  is  allow'd  to  be)  then  Matter  exiftmg 
in  omni  Loco ,  &c.  proves  abfolutely  an  um- 
verfal  Plenum ,  which,  I  dare  lay,  Mr. 
can  more  eafily  difprove,  than  he  can  prove  an 
Element  of  Fire .  But  I  defign,  e  ei  long,  to 
ihew,  that  neither  Boerhaave,  nor  any  one 
elfe,  has  proved  Fire  to  be  an  Element ;  ut 
that  it  is  eafily  proved  by  many-foldExperiments, 
to  be  producible  by  the  mechanical  Aftions  of 
Bodies  upon  each  other  5  and  therefore  ftiall  fay 
no  more  of  it  here. 

As  the  Electrical  Matter  flows  from  every 
Part  (being  difleminated  thro'  all  the  Syftem) 
towards  the  excited  Globe,  or  Tube,  fo  thole 
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Bodies  which  are  denfeft,  communicate  the 
create  it  Quantity.  Hence  that  which  is  from 
the  Air  only,  is  too  little  to  be  feniible ;  but 
that  which  is  from  the  Floor  is  in  greater  Quan¬ 
tity  and  fufficient  to  produce  the  Phenomena. 
A  Man,  at  the  End  of  a  long  Tree,  can  t  hear 
the  Beats  of  a  Watch  at  the  other  End  by  theAc- 
tion  of  Air  only,  but  thro’ the  Tree  he  hears  it 
plainly  ;  and  thro’ Iron  he  would  hear  it  mil 
plainer.  So  the  Adtion  of  Fire  is  augmented 
bv  Bodies ;  and  more  by  denfe  Bodies  than  b) 
rare  ones.  I  make  no  Doubt,  but  that  if  Ex¬ 
periments  could  be  perform’d  m  a^  Roorn 
wainfeoted,  and  floor’d  with  Iron  lnftead  ot 
Wood,  the  Effedts  would  be  frill  much  greater. 


I  think  it  is  plain  from  Phenomena,  that 
thofe  Bodies  whole  Parts  are  of  the  moil  inflam¬ 
mable  Nature,  are  faturated  beyond  others 
with  this  Eledtric  Matter ;  and  that  it  is  de  - 
tain’d  in  them  by  a  very  great  attrading  Power, 
by  which  Means  they  become  unfit  to  tranfmit 
it ;  and  fuch  whole  Parts  are  claftic,  will, 
when  excited  by  Friction,  throw  it  out  in  great 
Plenty,  and  then  it  fets  in  from  all  other  Parts 
and  Bodies  to  reftore  the  Equilibrium .  This 
accounts  for  that  udiich  is  call’d  the  attracting 
Power  of  EleSlricity.  Then  for  the  repuljive 
Power,  it  is  evident  by  Experiment,  that  no 
lio-ht  Body  will  be  repell’d  ’till  it  has  ftrft  been 
impregnated  with  the  Eledtric  Mattel  ;  if  this 

Matter  remains  in  the  Body  (as  in  a  Feather 
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fufpended  by  Silk)  it  is  repell’d  by  any  other 
Body  eledtrify’d ;  otherwife  not,  as  when  the 
Silk  is  wetted.  When  this  Matter  by  the  Ac¬ 
tion  of  the  Globe  is  put  into  Motion,  and 
condenfed  to  a  fufficient  Degree,  it  then  be¬ 
gins  to  Jhine ,  or  become  Flame,  and  will  in  a 
fmall  Degree  burn ;  and  then ,  and  not  ’ till 
then,  it  is  properly  call’d  Fire.  So  that  the 
Newtonian  Fheory  is  ftill  worthy  of  its  fuperior 
Author,  and  confident  with  every  Experiment 
and  Fhcenomenon  of  Nature ;  and,  I  doubt 
not,  will  at  laft  be  univerfally  received,  when 
theVlifts  that  have  obfcured  it,  fhall  be  all  dif- 
pell’d  by  the  irrefiftible  Beams  and  Radiance  of 
culminating  Truth. 


finis. 
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